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Dear Parents/Guardians,


Your child is beginning a unit on Organisms in Their Environment. This unit focuses on the requirements for plants and animals to survive, the roles organisms play in their habitats, and the effect of change on plants and animals in their habitats. Attached, you will find a detailed description of the ideas and concepts that we will be discussing in class in the weeks to come.


During this study, your child will be actively engaged in the collection of animals in the schoolyard for observation in a classroom habitat, and the observation of three very diverse animals in a freshwater habitat: the dwarf African frog, pond snail, and guppy. Through purposeful, long-term observations, your child will recognize physical characteristics of organisms that help them to survive and be able to recognize that some animals of the same species are at an advantage or disadvantage, due to differences in their characteristics. Students will also recognize how organisms live together and are dependent upon one another.


The final area of study is how humans affect the ability of different organisms to survive, including a look into invasive species and how technology is used to solve some of the environmental issues on Earth. Your child will be asked to research different organisms of their choosing, and apply what they have learned through the explorations of this unit. 


Also enclosed, are some suggestions for extension activities to do at home. These activities will reinforce the concepts taught during this unit, as well as build on your child’s enthusiasm for science! Please let me know of any interesting observations you discover, so that we may discuss them in class. Happy exploring!

Sincerely,

Erin Shillinger

4th Grade

Robonson Elementary

850-5972

shilline@ghaps.org
Activities to Do at Home

· Take a nature walk with your child and observe animals in their natural habitat, such as the forest, swamp, pond, schoolyard, or dune. Discuss the importance of not disturbing the ecosystems as you explore nature.

· Set up a backyard observation schedule that includes a map of the yard. Have your child record the weather conditions, the time of day, and position and activity of different animals that make their home there. Have your child make observations related the animals’ food sources, characteristics for survival, and roles the organism plays in the food web.

· Visit a local zoo and discuss the individual needs of each of the animals. What habitats might they live in naturally?

· Go on an evening bug collecting adventure and have your child identify the bugs that come out at night. How are they different than the bugs out in the day?

· Collect magazines, books, and pictures of a variety of animals for your child to research.

· Encourage your child to set up an aquarium or terrarium habitat at home and observe different animals.

· Visit the National Wildlife Federation website with your child and learn about the different animals and how they are affected by changes in their habitats.

· Start an indoor/outdoor garden and discuss what plants need for survival. 
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